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OI SOO CHIN
Impacts & Evaluation Director, RSPO

A RESEARCH AGENDA FOR ACTION: 
THE 5W’s & 1H

Overview

is the impact 
of RSPO 

certification? 

are we now in 
terms of 

research?

is the RSPO 
Research 
Agenda? 

was it 
developed? 

is there a 
need for a 
Research 
Agenda?  

will the 
Research 

Agenda be 
used?

will be 
involved?
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is the impact of RSPO certification? WHAT

is the impact of RSPO certification? WHAT

TOTAL NUMBER OF RSPO IMPACT RESEARCH ≈  13
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are we now in terms of impacts 
research on RSPO?

WHERE

GAPS & 
CHALLENGES

Few impact 
studies

Geographically 
restricted

Lack of applied 
science research

Lack of robust 
studies

Conflicting/ 
Inconclusive results

Uncoordinated 
(no replicates)

Unintended impacts?

is the RSPO Research Agenda? 

WHEN was it developed? 

THEORY OF CHANGE (ToC)
Roadmap of how RSPO intends to 
achieve vision of transforming markets to 
make sustainable palm oil the norm. 

2017

2018

RSPO RESEARCH AGENDA
List of research questions on pressing 
issues regarding impacts of certification, 
in line with the ToC. . 

WHAT
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have a Research Agenda? WHY

 To focus, inform and coordinate research work to understand performances and impacts of
RSPO certification

 To test and validate RSPO Theory of Change (ToC)

 To reach out and engage with the research community at large to foster collaboration and
research partnership on a global scale

 To address gaps and challenges in impacts research
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will the Research Agenda be used? HOW

Research 
Agenda

RSPO –
commissioned 

research

Independent 
research 

Share & 
communicate 

findings

Learn & 
improve 

from results

Theory of 
Change? 

Study 1:
Forest & 
Orangutans 
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Study 2: 
Smallholders

is involved? WHO

Will require collaborative efforts from all stakeholders

Participate in the research 

Provide scholarships or 
research funds for impacts 
research 

Conduct/Share impacts 
research 

Communicate/Promote 
RSPO Research Agenda

Communicate findings on impacts 
of RSPO certification
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THANK YOU


